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proach wnich, while it contributes to the maintenance of
private dignity, is one of the most efficacious guardians of
rational public freedom."

In accordance with these views the poet entrusted to
his nephew, the present Bishop of Lincoln, the task of
composing memoirs of his life, in the just confidence that
nothing would by such hands be given to the world which
was inconsistent with the dignity either of the living or
of the dead. From those memoirs the facts contained in
the present work have been for the most part drawn. It
has, however, been my fortune, through hereditary friend-
ships, to have access to many manuscript letters and much
oral tradition bearing upon the poet's private life ;x and
some details and some passages of letters hitherto unpub-
lished will appear in these pages. It would seem, how-
ever, that there is bnt little of public interest in Words-
worth's life which has not already been given to the world,
and I have shrunk from narrating such minor personal in-
cidents as he would himself have thought it needless to
dwell upon. I have endeavoured, in short, to write as
though the Subject of this biography were himself its
Auditor, listening, indeed, from some region where all of
truth is discerned and nothing but truth desired, but check-
ing by his venerable presence any such revelation as pub-
lic advantage does not call for, and private delicacy would
condemn.

As regards the critical remarks which these pages con-
tain, I have only to say that I have carefully consulted
such notices of the poet as his personal friends have left

1 I take this opportunity of thanking Mr. William Wordsworth,
the son, and Mr. William Wordsworth, the grandson, of the poet, for
help most valuable in enabling me to give a true impression of the
poet's personality.